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The Ontario Forest Industries Association (OFIA) is a provincial 
trade association and is the home of CLA Grading and Inspection. 
For over 70 years,  OFIA has represented forestry companies ranging 
from multinational corporations, to family-owned businesses that 
operate across Ontario. OFIAôs member companies produce a full 
spectrum of advanced manufactured forest products. These range 
from:

ÅDimensional lumber

ÅPulp and paper and paper packaging

ÅEngineered wood products (OSB, hardwood plywood, trusses)

ÅResearch and development in innovative products (engineered 

soils, organic mulch)

ÅGreen energy production (biofuels, biomass electricity production, 

pellets)

The OFIAôs member companies are committed to the three pillars of 
sustainability ïenvironmental protection, social development and 
economic development. Through world class forest management 
practices, Ontarioôs forestry community is undoubtedly a climate 
change champion, putting wood to work responsibly by supporting 
large, healthy, diverse and productive forests that generate a range of 
sustainable benefits today and for future generations. 
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Ontarioôs forest products sector:

VProvides well-paying jobs for 172,000 
people in every region of the province

VGenerates $15.5 billion of economic 

activity

VExports have increased from ~$4 billion in 

2011 to almost $5 billion in 2013. In 2015, 

manufactured forest product sales increased 

more than $1 billion dollars over the year 

before, and our exports of forest products 

have increased each year since 2012 ïwith 

the total value of our wood product exports 

more than $6 billion in 2015

Source: Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry, 2017

ñI really believe that forestry is part of our past but itôs also part of our future.ò 

ïPremier Wynne, August 2016
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FIVE KEY BUDGET RECOMMENDATIONS

1.Develop a Provincial Strategy that Makes Ontarioôs Forest Sector Stronger 

1.1Establish a mandate with priority objectives that aim to increase and embrace the sustainable use and harvest levels of  

our Crown forests 

1.2Develop policy that supports current operations and provides consistent, reliable and affordable access to wood fibre

1.3Make certain that policy supports full-time employment in a renewable sector and does not create precarious  

employment

1.4Ensure socio-economic impact analysis is used to develop responsible, evidence-based policy and is shared with 

affected stakeholders

1.5Recognize that the continued sustainable harvesting of Ontarioôs forests provides a positive contribution to Ontarioôs 

climate change strategy and economy

2.  Restore and Maintain Competitive Restoration Measures

2.1Forest Roads Funding Program: return funding to $75 million and continue to provide guaranteed base funding to all

forest areas (SFLs)

2.2Poplar and White Birch Crown Stumpage: adjust the ófixedô portion of crown dues to ensure that the rate is at least 

average when compared to other Canadian jurisdictions 

3.  Demonstrate Equivalency between the Crown Forest Sustainability Act (CFSA) and Endangered Species Act (ESA)

3.1Change the timelines to evaluate the impacts of climate change, the cumulative effects of all activity on a broad,    

dynamic landscape and a better appreciation of the socio-economic implications of provincial species at risk policy:   

a) Extend the current Section 55 Rules in Regulation for another 5 years; 

b) Extend MNRFôs internal deadlines on the Species at Risk (SAR) Guide

3.2Prior to the posting of any SAR Guide, socio-economic impact analyses must be completed and shared

3.3Deliver on the commitment to include all affected stakeholders in the development of SAR prescriptions and CFSA-

ESA equivalency

3.4Develop reasonable and workable SAR prescriptions with the forest sector and appropriate phase-in provisions

Continuedé
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FIVE KEY BUDGET RECOMMENDATIONS (continuedé)

4.  Address Market Development Challenges and Enhance Promotion of Forest Products

4.1Continue to defend Ontarioôs world-class forest management practices to global customers through active public

engagement and balanced policy

4.2Embolden the Ontario market for wood products by supporting the Ontario Wood initiative and the Ontario   

WoodWorks! Program

4.3Support the primary forest industry to ensure that the secondary industry can thrive (ex. bio-refineries)

5.  Create Competitive Energy Use Measures that will Support Forestryôs Role in Mitigating Climate Change

5.1Disclose economic impacts of Ontarioôs cap and trade program on electricity pricing and maintain full emission  

allocations for Energy-Intensive, Trade-Exposed facilities

5.2Ensure that the Northern Industrial Electricity Rate (NIER) program remains permanent and is adequately funded

5.3Extend the Industrial Conservation Initiative (ICI) to all manufacturers, regardless of size

5.4Direct the Independent Electricity Operator (IESO) to work with OFIA to identify and develop further opportunities   

for energy conservation and cogeneration

5.5Provide effective incentive programs that promote the re-investment of energy efficient manufacturing to support the 

development of next generation forestry products, chemicals and low carbon manufacturing technologies
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1.DEVELOP A PROVINCIAL STRATEGY THAT MAKES ONTARIOôS FOREST SECTOR STRONGER

1.1 Establish a mandate with priority objectives that aim to increase and embrace the sustainable use and harvest levels of our Crown forests 

1.2 Develop policy that supports current operations and provides consistent, reliable and affordable access to wood fibre

1.3 Make certain that policy supports full-time employment in a renewable sector and does not create precarious employment

1.4 Ensure socio-economic impact analysis is used to develop responsible, evidence-based policy and is shared with affected stakeholders

1.5 Recognize that the continued sustainable harvesting of Ontarioôs forests provides a positive contribution to Ontarioôs climate change strategy  

and economy 
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Businesses run and prosper on certainty, yet for Ontarioôs forest products community, consistent access to affordable wood inOntario continues to 

be uncertain. The sustainable use of a secure and affordable supply of renewable wood fibre results in well-paying jobs and a wide range of 

economic benefits. 

We are asking government to establish a mandate to increase the 

sustainable use, acceptability and competitiveness of our Crown 

forests. Finland, for example, recognizes the growing value in its

forests and has developed a National Forest Strategy 2025 that 

directs the uses of Finnish forests until 2050, describing priority

objectives that are ñaimed to achieve even better conditions for 

increasing the welfare to be derived from forest-based business 

and activities and to ensure economic, social and ecological 

sustainability.ò It is this type of vision, supporting the three pillars

of sustainability, that will build Ontario up and make our province

a world leader in forestry.  In Ontario, there is no strategy to grow

our renewable resource - this represents a missed opportunity.

Ontario harvests so little ïless than 0.5%- of its Crown Forests,

yet the benefits are so great with 57,000 people directly employed

ïand we can do more! To put this in perspective, Ontario is three

times larger than Finland and harvests approximately 15 million 

cubic metres yet, Ontario still harvests 80% less than Finland.

Ontarioôs natural capability for growing its innovative, renewable

forest products sector is remarkable. In the words of Premier Wynne, ñThese are the kinds of ideas that we need right now ïbold, unafraid and 

unabashedly confident in the people of our province. We are acting on these ideas because doing these things will make a meaningful difference 

in peopleôs lives and in our shared success (May 2017).ò
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... and Finland's goverment
has approved a strategy to 
increase forest growth and 
sustainable harvesting to 
80 million m3 by 2025!

ONTARIO IS 3xLARGER THAN FINLANDé

ñOur concern is that we need to be able to show a predictable future for the forest industry. Thatôs the big issue.ò 

- Premier Wynne, August 2017 8



Setting Targets: Growing Ontarioôs Forest Sector 

Ontarioôs Forests Can Sustainably Support 
Increased Harvest Levels

OFIA is asking government to collaboratively develop a 
Provincial forest strategy that would reverse the continual 
decline in usable volume resulting from political 
decisions.

Our forests can support growth, sequester carbon through 
long-term wood products, and we want to see our 
northern and rural communities thrive. 

OFIA is proposing Ontario set a target harvest level of 
30 million m3 by 2030.
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