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Growing Ontario’s
Natural Advantage
• Our members have increased harvesting 

from 10.5 million cubic metres in 2010 to 
14 million cubic metres in 2013 and there 
is still room to grow - 10 years ago our 
sector was sustainably harvesting over 20 
million cubic metres annually.

• Increased harvesting translates into 
increased direct jobs. In Ontario, the forest 
sector has created over 2000 new greenest 
workforce jobs since 2011.

• All forestry companies in Ontario must 
operate under the Crown Forest Sustainability 
Act. Forests are regenerated after harvest 
and practices must maintain the long 
term health of the forest. It is the law.   For 
every tree cut in Ontario, three take root. 

“The real value of boreal forestry 
is far more than sticks and chips; 
forestry also provides roads and 
development, infrastructure that 
facilitates other resource activities. 
Forestry is strategically important 
to natural resource development. 
If you limit forestry you limit the 
development of communities and 
other industries.” (Elizabeth Nickson, 
The Frontier Centre for Public Policy, 
September 2015)

Source: Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry Website,  2016

ONTARIO FORESTRY QUICK FACTS

FORESTRY DOES NOT CAUSE DEFORESTATION

• Ontario has approximately 85 billion trees

• Ontario’s forests cover two-thirds of the province - a land area equivalent in 
size to Germany, Italy and the Netherlands combined

• Only 0.5% of Ontario’s trees are harvested annually

• For every tree harvested, three take root

• Crown land forest management plans are renewed every five years and 
laid out five generations into the future – we plan for generations!

• Wood is the only building material that is both renewable and recyclable

• 2 out of 3 people would buy wood products from Ontario if they were 
clearly identified as such

• 66% of Ontario is forested (71 million ha) - this is approximately 17% of 
Canada’s forests and 2% of the world’s forests

• 80.8% of Ontario’s forests are on Crown land (57.5 million ha)

• 44.2% of the forest in the boreal region is unavailable for harvest

Forestry Matters: 
Strengthening Ontario’s 

Foundational Economy



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

71.1 
 

million hectares 
of forest.  
 

27.8 
 

million hectares 
of managed 
Crown forests. 
 

1.6 
 

million hectares 
of natural 
disturbance area 
(fire, insects, disease, 
blowdown etc.) 
 

115,000 
 

hectares of 
Crown forests 
harvested 
annually.  

When will Ontario harvest its last tree? 

Never. 
 

Ontario has: 

Our forest sector is putting Ontario’s wood to work responsibly.  
By sustainably using less than once percent of our Crown trees annually, we are able to generate real prosperity 
and support over 170,000 families across the province.  That is a very awesome return on a renewable crop. 

 Value of the forestry sector: $11.5 billion  
 Industry employees: 55,600 direct; approximately 170,000 direct and indirect jobs 
 Forest products export: $3.6 billion 
 Crown charge payments by the forest industry: $95.3 million 
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But, there are challenges.  
In order to grow Ontario’s renewable 
resource., forestry companies – big, small, 
new and existing - need two main things to 
keep mills open and to keep people working.  
They need consistent long-term access 
commitments to affordable wood and they 
need the misinformed harassment of our 
customers to end.  
 
There are two main challenges.  
 
The first is threats to the industrial wood 
supply. We are witnessing provincial policy 
that precludes and/or challenges access to 
industrial fibre, shrinks Ontario’s wood basket 
and is passed without prior socio-economic 
impact analysis and/or scientific due diligence.  
 

Secondly, we have witnessed special interest 
groups launching misleading campaigns with 
the intent to damage markets for forest 
products sourced from Ontario’s boreal 
forest by targeting customers. Working with 
Municipal and Provincial governments, OFIA is 
confident that the facts will prevail.  

OFIA believes that by working with 
government and stakeholders to address key 
competitive challenges, Ontario will be the 
number one jurisdiction in Canada for today’s 
green and growing forest products sector.  

 

Can Forestry Be Ontario’s 
Greatest Opportunity?  

Absolutely! 
There are two reasons: 

First, the world wants wood.  This is our 
time! 

Wood as a building material is experiencing a 
renaissance. Today’s architects and engineers 
are selecting wood and building tall wood 
buildings. Architectural publications are calling 
for the “beginning of the timber age” 
recognizing that “wood is taking over from steel 
and concrete as the architectural wonder 
material of the 21st century, with architects 
praising its sustainability, quality and speed of 
construction.” (Dezeen Magazine, November 
2015)  
 

Second, trees are the answer. 

It is worth noting that the forest sector is 
Ontario’s climate change champion.  According 
to an IPCC report, “in the long term, a 
sustainable forest management strategy will 
generate the largest sustained climate change 
mitigation benefit.” 

On the manufacturing side, investments by 
Ontario’s forests sector have resulted in a 64% 
reduction in GHG emissions since 1990, which is 
significantly greater than the provincial target of 
15%.  
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Can Forestry Be Ontario’s Greatest Opportunity? When will Ontario harvest its last tree?

Never.
Absolutely! But, there are challenges. 

Ontario has:

Our forest sector is putting Ontario’s wood to work responsibly.

• Value of the forestry sector: $11.5 billion 

• Industry employees: 55,600 direct; approximately 170,000 direct and indirect jobs

• Forest products export: $3.6 billion

• Crown charge payments by the forest industry: $95.3 million

By sustainably using less than one percent of our Crown trees annually, we are able to generate 
real prosperity and support over 170,000 families across the province.  That is a very awesome 
return on a renewable crop.
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Ontario’s forests

harvest less than
one percent annually.
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