Forestry Matters:
Strengthening Ontario’s
Foundational Economy

Growing Ontario’s
Natural Advantage
• Our members have increased harvesting
from 10.5 million cubic metres in 2010 to
14 million cubic metres in 2013 and there
is still room to grow - 10 years ago our
sector was sustainably harvesting over 20
million cubic metres annually.
• Increased harvesting translates into
increased direct jobs. In Ontario, the forest
sector has created over 2000 new greenest
workforce jobs since 2011.
• All forestry companies in Ontario must
operate under the Crown Forest Sustainability
Act. Forests are regenerated after harvest
and practices must maintain the long
term health of the forest. It is the law. For
every tree cut in Ontario, three take root.

“The real value of boreal forestry
is far more than sticks and chips;
forestry also provides roads and
development, infrastructure that
facilitates other resource activities.
Forestry is strategically important
to natural resource development.
If you limit forestry you limit the
development of communities and
other industries.” (Elizabeth Nickson,
The Frontier Centre for Public Policy,
September 2015)
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But, there are challenges.
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• OFIA believes that by working with government
and stakeholders to address key competitive
challenges, Ontario will be the number one
jurisdiction in Canada for today’s green and
growing forest products sector.
• For recommendations on how to grow Ontario’s
naturally renewable forestry sector visit ofia.com
and read Forestry Matters: Strengthening Ontario’s
Foundational Economy.
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Crown charge payments by the forest industry: $95.3 million

FORESTRY DOES NOT CAUSE DEFORESTATION

ONTARIO FORESTRY QUICK FACTS
• Ontario has approximately 85 billion trees
• Ontario’s forests cover two-thirds of the province - a land area equivalent in
size to Germany, Italy and the Netherlands combined
• Only 0.5% of Ontario’s trees are harvested annually
• For every tree harvested, three take root
• Crown land forest management plans are renewed every five years and
laid out five generations into the future – we plan for generations!
• Wood is the only building material that is both renewable and recyclable
• 2 out of 3 people would buy wood products from Ontario if they were
clearly identified as such
• 66% of Ontario is forested (71 million ha) - this is approximately 17% of
Canada’s forests and 2% of the world’s forests
• 80.8% of Ontario’s forests are on Crown land (57.5 million ha)
• 44.2% of the forest in the boreal region is unavailable for harvest
Source: Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry Website, 2016
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